
Who doesn’t still want to see angels? We all do. 
A book of myth, legend, and magic.

THE BOOK

As the biblical patriarch Jacob, after 
twenty years of  exile, is about to 
cross the river that separates him 
from home, he gets into a nocturnal 
fight with a supernatural figure, 
traditionally referred to as ‘the 
angel’. As a result of  the wrestling 
match Jacob is injured, but he also 
receives a blessing and a new name: 
from now on he is called Israel. The 
present study proposes a Jungian 
reading of  this famous episode in 
Genesis. Reading like a detective 
story, the book takes us on a 
journey that unlocks the true nature 
of  Jacob’s mysterious opponent. 
The surprising outcome adds to our 
understanding of  the figure of  
Jacob-Israel.

THE CRITICS

“Fighting the Angel not only makes 
delightful reading, it is also evidence 
of  thorough and impressive 
scholarship, in Biblical exegesis and 
theology no less than in Jungian 
criticism. A major contribution, 
convincing even to people who do 
not accept Jungian theory.”
REUVEN TSUR, Professor Emeritus 
of  Hebrew Literature, Tel Aviv 
University. 

“ …a book hard to put down” 
NORMAN HOLLAND, Eminent 
Scholar Emeritus at University of  
Florida.

“A wonderful book, that clearly 
demonstrates the great value of  
depth psychological analysis.”
MAAIKE MEIJER, Professor of  
Gender and Diversity at Maastricht 
University, author of  M. Vasalis. Een 
biografie.

THE AUTHOR

Maria Kardaun is Senior lecturer of 
literature and classics at Maastricht 
University, Faculty of  Arts and 
Social Sciences.
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